Hi Everyone,
 

Recently, Phyllis Nickel responded to a center director's urgent call for help-- one of the children in her child care program had been murdered by his father (the father also killed the mother and then committed suicide).  This horrible tragedy was in the news.    The parents & staff connected with this family were terribly shaken up and wanted guidance about helping the children (and themselves) cope.  Phyllis supported the director and spoke individually to the parents of the children in the dead boy's room.  Phyllis also created this 1-page hand-out for the parents and staff that I want to share with you.  The center director and parents were all extremely grateful for Phyllis' help during this awful time.
 

It seems probable that we will all be called on to help with some sort of community tragedy or loss that impacts everyone in a child care program - whether it be a natural disaster or the death of a teacher, parent or child.
 

Here are some other resources that may of help to you in the future.
 

· pdf - Little Listeners in an Uncertain World - from Zero to Three 

· Psychological First Aid - ppt. presentation - from National Child Traumatic Stress Network 

· What Happened to the World? Helping children cope in turbulent times, by Jim Greenman - can be downloaded from www.brighthorizons/talktochildren 
· The Dougy Center website - www.dougy.org  - for grieving children and families - info on grief support and "when death impacts your school"
Looking forward to seeing the Caregiver Connection crew on June 23.
 

 

Laura
Jenna,

It sounds like you are very busy with some intense cases.  If you need some email support, please let us know. The Dougy Center for Grieving Children in Portland, OR has some good resources about bereavement.   Here is the website - http://www.grievingchild.org/ .  

Take care.

Mary

